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[MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Participants :.” Dr. WANG Hsiao- hsi, Hisscben. East Asian Affairs =f 
“Department, 

Me. EAL Chia-ch! iu, - Chief, First Section, fast mie 

“APPfairs Depaenment (deals with Japan, Thailand and 


_ Burma), 
_ Mes Robert W. RINDEN. 
Subjects | .GENBRAL LI MI'S RETURN TO FORMOSA. 
Date :. ‘January: e, 1952. 


Dr. Wang, said that General LI Mi-had-returned to Taipei at” this 
time because of his.lack of supplies. The General had ignored numer- 
ous previous requests of his government to report to Taipet, for 
consultation.and.instructions because, until the end of 1951, his 
supply problem was not acute. Now, Dr. Wang explained, his contracts 
or agreements for: war materiel and other. supplies had ended ‘December 
3L,:1951, and he was.obliged to come to Taipei to see what arrange- 
ments could be made. to continue supplying his forces in northern 
Burma and Yunnan, ae : | 








"When asked whether the contract or agreement just. ended had. 
concerned supplies to the General from the. Chinese Government on. i 
Formosa, Dr. Wang replied that the Chinese Government had not been | 
the source of the General's supplies. He laughed and remarked that,- 
if it was not possible for the General to get his requirements from 
one source, it was possible to get them from. another. (Since it is, 
of course, a general belief here that American agencies have- been 
supplying General Li Mi, the reporting of ficer did not pursue: Dr.. | 
Wang's implication further.) Without recounting the minutiae of the — 
conversation, the reporting officer inferred from Dr. Wang's remarks’ | 
and his general. attitude of knowing amusement that the General had | 
come to Taipei in the hope of arranging with certain Americans on | 
the Island for his needs in the coming year. Dr. Wang (like other | 
Foreign Office officials on previous occasions when the question of 
Chinese -troops. in Northern. Burma has been discussed). gave the im- 
pression that he understands that American Embassy officers who come 
to make inquiries about Chinese troops in Burma or to express concern 
about their continued presence there, et cetera, are consciously 
participating in some sort of a disingenuous farce. and that cons | 
quently no one is expected to take their performance seriously. That | 
‘the American Embassy. should be ignorant of what various American 
representatives. in Burma and Thailand are doing although practically 
everybody else in Taipet thinks he knows - especially if he has © 
acquaintances: in CAT. cat Air Transport ) - is difficult for Chinese 
officials to understan : ; 
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as peat he: eothd:: Geisdns aaeeoie upon his om resov 
mountainous “Mundetermined frontier" region of northern Bu: Burma and in 
. Yunnan. At thé fare owéver, tt frector averred that the 

. Chinése. Government: hoped thee: at some indeterminate future date 1% 
would be able .to.supply the General and to use his forces against 
Commun sm. ‘The Government was accordingly concerned about maintain- 
_ing-such ‘moral and "symbolic" ‘influence as it had with him as 

. titular Governor of Yunnan. The Director pointed out that until the 
“i Government. mAiids give the General important material aid it could 
ea expect to-exercise any real control over him. 








“The Director ’ ‘satd état on December 7, 1951, he and Foreign 
Minister YEH: had again asked ‘the Ministry of National Defense to do 
its best to get.the General to remove his soldiers from Burma into 
Yunnan, as their presence there was an embarrassment to the United 
States Government. in its rélations with Burma and an embarrassment — 
to the Chinese: Government at the United Nations. Moreover, they 
expressed their unhappiness at the publicity given the General's— 
return to Taipei since, among other things; “it gave the erroneous 
impression that he was under the full control of the Chinese Govern- 
ment and had meporved here because the Government nae ordered him to 
do 80. 


The Director said that, although the General's forces had er 
reported to. number from 5,000 to 15,000 men, he thought that they 
were less than 10,000 in’ number , and that most likely they totaled 
only slightly more. than’5,000. The three divisions which he commands 
were far below their normal strength and probably did net have more 
than 1500 to .2000 soldiers in each, he estimated. 


COMMENT: . The reportiiig: officer, who on many previous occasions has 
discussed with Dr. Wahg and his former Deputy-Director, Mr. Y. C6. 
HSUEH (now Treaty Department Director) the problem of General Li Mi 
and his troops in Burma, has found these two officials apparently 
desirous of being helpful as well as sincere in their comments. They 
have consistently maintained - on the basis of information supplied 
them by the Ministry of National Defense -' that the General's troops 
ape irregulars and that. he is not under the eontrol of the Chinese 
Government. Repeated representations by officers of the Embassy = 
acting on. the Department's instructions - that these -troops should | 
be. ordered to leave! Burma:and return to Yurgnam “have been courteously 
_veceived and the situation recapitulated. Rather understandably, 
however, these Foreign Office officials find the Embassy's exhorta- 
tions a bit unrealistic in view of the povpeli ete: of the General's 
































“Position vis- avis: his Gov 
Communists), “and: Lew ..6 As 
means Americans have been giving him supplies © ‘and: advice. 
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